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THE BRIDGE TEACHERS) AGENCY,
C. F. COPELAND.
We have fine' Stationery for anybody
who is particular about what they use,
I Ask' for Marcus Ward's Royal ·Irish
Linen, or Samuel \'\Tard's Boston BQnd.
Fine paper by the pound or box.
Call and see us when you want any·
thing in our line.
We sell and warrant the Waterman
Ideal Fountain Pen. It is the bes~ in
the market.
17 North Main St.} Brockton.
Special attention given to Repairing.
CAN BE FOUND AT
BRIDGE & SCOTT, PROPRIETORS,
110 Tremont St., Boston.
~ridgewatergraduates are invited; to register
with, us. - Registration blanks and circulars
free to ~ny address..
~--------------
THE BEST ASSORTMENT I ~OPELj1ND'S 105 M~i~o:~i~n.
OF StAtIONERY,
PAGKARD &MARSTONS'
Three little maids- from schoor are we,
Hungry as we Cc:ln be,
Off we'll 1';0 to the Bakery,'
\V here we can get fancy Biscuit, small Cakes in large vari"




'plain and Fancy Crackers. Fruit in its season.
GROCERS,
CENTRAL SQUARE, BRIDGEWATER.
FINE CHOCOLATE GOODS AND CONFECTIONERY
TJlis Institution is qne of the six State Normal
Schools under the direction of the Massachusetts
Board of Education, arid is open to gentlemen not
less than seventeen years of age, and ladies not
less than' sixteen, W\10 desire to prepare for teach-
ing in Common or High Schools.
It has two courses of study, one for· two years,




Men's Ladies', Misses' and Children'S
BOOTS, SHOES, RUBBERS,
A full line constantly on han<l. Repairing neatly done.
MAIN· STREET, BRIDGEWATER,
to all who intend to teach in the schools of Mas-
sachusetts. Entrance examinations, Wednesday,
February 10, 1892. Spring term begins Thursday,
morning, February 1 I. 1892.
For circular apply to
ALBERT G. BOYDEN, Principal.




General Assistant, RALPH P. IREI.AND, '94.
Published monthly during the School Year, by the Lyceum of the
Bridgewater State Normal SCho01.
~6e Q,lormaf ~ffeting. l§m0 you who have gone out from us to join the
-fi busy throng of workers, the OFFERING ex-
tends its best wishes for success; to you who
have come among us, a m'ost hearty welcome to
the school, coupled with the hope that you will
never regret having chosen a profession the in-
fluence of which is felt throughout the land. Our
work here is a preparation for future usefulness
and profit, and we recommend to you the advan-
tages arforded by the Lyceum and its paper for
the development of the power to speak and write
so invaluable to the teacher.FLORA E. BILL! NGS, '92.
CHARLES R. COPELAND, '93,
ASSISTANT EDITORS.
GRACE E. NICKERSON, '92.
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF,
AGNES E. GORMAN, '92.
Business Manager, EUGENE E. SOULE, '93.
Assistant Business Manager, W. EDWARD RILEY, '93.
Tel'UIS: 75 cell.JIII per yf"OI', pnynblf" ill ndvRnce; Single
Copie,,:tO cent".
(Entered at the Post Office as second class mail matter.)
Copies sent by mail, post-paid, on receipt of price by the Business
Manager.
The OFFERING is strictly a school paper, and all members ofthe school
are requested to contribute.
Ex-members and graduates of the school are requested to keep liS in-
formed of their whereabouts, and of any other items of interest.
Articles for publication should be sent in before the 5th of the month.
Address communications to II T'I-IE NORlo.1AL OFFERING" Normal Hall,
Bridgewater, Mass.
The Editors reserve the privilege of n:jecting any articles which are not
deemed satisfactory,
HENRY T. PRATT, Printer, Bridgevvater, Mass.
B S the new editorial board en tel's upon its d u-
~ ties, conscious of its inexperience and re-
sponsibilities, it earnestly solicits that hearty co-
operation on the part of the school which it
deems necessary to make the OH'ERING interest-
ing as a school paper.
~ E of the most valuable features of the OF-\:to F'ERING is its column of personals. Those
who are interested in the school are interested in
its members and graduates. Now we request all
to keep us informed as to their whereabouts and
occupation, that this department of the paper may
be extended as much as possible.
MTOTHING is so sure to bring success to the
J~~' teacher as love for his vocation.
Mrs. Alice Freeman Palmer, in an address be-
fore the Middlesex Teachers' Association, quoted
the following remark made by a certain H'arvard
professor: "If I were able to do it, I would pay
the University $5,000 a year rather than surren-
der the privilege of instructing these young men
in the subject to which I have devoted myself."
Such love must be attended by a degree of in-
terest and enthusiasm in the work of teaching
that will result not only in the success of the
teacher, but also in awakening the ability of the
pupil to become interested in the subjects taught,
which is the first requirement for good work.
What the world wants is teachers with this spirit.
l\~O profession is attended with greater respon-
J~ sibility than that of the teacher. No in-
fluence is more far-reaching in its effects. He
has entrusted to his care, the training of the
moral, intellectual and physical natures of the
young. To develop these equally and well re-
quires more than knowledge.
Some fancy the teacher a sculptor, who has it
in his power to fashion a child's mind as he
pleases. Delusion! Children that can be thus
dealt with are incapable of being educated. Chil-
dren are not blocks of marble. They are indi-
viduals and must be treated as such. The work
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of teaching lies in bringing out this individuality.
The child develops himself; you can teach him;
you can give him methods, but education is from
within outwards, The individual makes the man.
Teachers must work with this end in view.
fID1HE sympathy of civilized n<ltiuns is directed
'1~ towards the present distressed state of affairs
in Russia. The country is clouded by a dreadful
famine, due as Count Tolstoi' says to the mistake
of the government in not supplying- the peasants
with sufficient seed corn and fuel. While the
Government and provincial assemblies wrangle,
the people starve.
To us, who enjoy the liberty we have inherited
from our fathers, who have made the sceptre sub-
ject to the peoples' will. it seems strange that this
branch of the Aryan race still lingers in quiet
submission to the dictation, of a Czar,
"l§mHE public schools of the state are 'in a
'"F' prosperous and progressive condition,"
says the Board of Education in its annual report
to the Legislature. According to this report
there are in the Commonwealth 7239 public
schools taught by 9227 teachers, allowing one
teacher for every 48 pupilS. They are supported
by an annual expenditure of more than eight and
one-half million dollars. Included in the above
are 244 High schools wi th an aggregate attend-
ance of 26,294 pupilS.
~ H E G~vernOl: in his .message r.ecommends the
'1])' adoption of ll1dustnal educatIOn and manual
training as part of the system of instruction in
the public schools. The subject is now under
investigation by a commi ttee to report to the
Legislature.
He believes it would increase and lengthen the
attendance, and make it possible to limit further
the employment of children in manufacturing and
other establishments.
~HE Govern?r enter: the complai~t tha~ he is
'"~ hampered tn the dIscharge of hiS dutIes by
the Council, the consent of which is necessary to
important removals and appointments. He says
in his message to the Legislature that the Gov-
ernor is in name only the "Supreme Executive
Magistrate," that the Council was created "for
<Id visi ng the Governor" not for" tieing his hands,"
that the ConstitUlion creates not ten but one Su-
preme Executive Magistrate. Whether the Coun-
cil should or should not have a restrictive influ-
ence over the Governor's duties, is a question
which would admit of good arguments on either
side.
n:tnHE first term in the new building has come
'1@) to a close and another entered upon. All
have appreciated the advantages and improve-
ments \,,:hich the building aFfords, and feel proud
of this monument, dedicated to the noblest attain-
ments of the human race, and marking the prog-
ress of Normal schools. The room which it af-
fords, has made it possible to introduce features
which the progress of time demands, and to make
other changes which were needed.
The revolution of ideas continually going on,
calls for frequent alterations of the courses in
different studies, that they may not grow stagnant;
and this term witnesses changes in Drawing, Ad-
vanced Chemistry, and General History.
~{E hope that the Ol"l"ERING will meet with a
W lively sale among the members of the
school. Flock to his coffers, fill them with dimes,
and delight the heart of the Business Manager!
THROUGH THE ENGLISH COUNTRY.
~., <~" E crossed the Irish sea and found it calm'"' )1.@\',:,)\ and beautiful. Unlike a person the oftener
yuu cross it the more beautiful it is. Four hours
brought us across the sixty-six miles which sepa-
rates England and Ireland at this point. It is a
pleasant run from Holyhead to Chester, which is
the quaintest, queerest city in England. The Ro-
mans built a wall around it in the year 71, and if
you care to follow this you will come to a tower
with an inscription on it which tells you that from
this place Charles I saw his army defeated by the
parliamentary forces in the plains below in 1645.
Then there are the remains of a castle built by
William the Conqueror; now a few regiments of
soldiers have their barracks there. The cathe-
dral is certainly very fine, and St. John's church
in the midst of the ruins of a <:hurch 1000 years
old deserves a visit. You hear stories of Dean
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Stanley who lived here a few years, and if you
take a carriage out to Hawarden Castle, the resi-
dence of Gladstone, you may ride through the
wonderous park and see places where the strong
arm of the" grand old man" has felled the giant
trees.
But now we have left Chester and are moving
rapidly over the pleasant English roads. Imag-
ine the best turn piked road you ever saw in
America. Imagine high stone or brick walls on
each side covered with a luxuriant growth of ivy
and moss and you have a faint copy of the Eng-
lish road. Miles and miles the walls extend now
and then varied by lovely hawthorne hedges while
the trees within hang over and almost intertwine
'- above your head as you ride in the balmy air and
flickering shadows of this early morning on your
way to Kenilworth.
As soon as you approach the castle how the
past rises to your view! You can almost fall in
love with ruin, decay and death if they assume
such beautiful forms and appeal to the soul so
powerfully.- I need tell you little about the story.
Sir Walter Scott has immortalized it in his novel
" Kenilworth."
We climbed over the ivy covered walls and
looked out upon a wonderfully beautiful picture
of lawns, arching trees, and shadowed vales. The
day was perfect and every moment like a watch
was full jewelled. The castle is grand even in its
ruins. It was strong or it never could have held
out for six months in 1266 against the royal
forces; it was magnificent or it never could have
won Queen Elizabeth to travel three times through
her kingdom to enjoy its beauty and hospitality.
H ere is the ancient gateway through which she
passed. Here the bravest men of the century
and the most beautiful women of the age followed
in her train to visit the favorite of the queen.
Again into your carriages and five miles of as
beautiful roads as you ever travelled, brings you
to Warwick. The town through which we pass
on our way to the castle, is not so old looking as
one would suppose, but this is because of a great
fire some 200 years ago, whereby all the old land-
marks were destroyed, and so modern structures
greet the eye. And now we approach Warwick
Castle. It is nearly 1000 years old and only half
of it is in ruins. Ethelfred, daughter of Alfred,
built it in 915. Some centuries later, all save the
strong and massive towers, was destroyed by the
wars of Henry.
Scott says concerning this place, "The fairest
monument of ancient and chivalrous splendor
which yet remains uninjured by time." The
castle as my memory pictures it, forms three sides
of a large square. The two wings are the ruins
through whose windows the sun plays hide and
seek with the shadows on the lawn below. The
central wing is occupied by the present Earl of
Warwick and his family. A wonderful number of
rooms were shown us; filled with the rarest pic-
tures, marbles, cabinets, vases, tables curiously in-
laid with precious stones, and wonders of art.
In the spacious garden we sa~ some of the de-
scendants of the "tall cedars of Lebanon," famed
as being used in the construction of Solomon's
temple; they had been brought over from Pales-
tine many years ago. We visited Beauchamp
chapel, about 450 years old and said to be second
to the most beautiful one in England, Henry
Seventh's in Westminster being first. Its wonder-
ful windows and curious monuments arrest the eye.
Here you see the marble image of a sleeping
child, who died the heir of eight titles not one of
which was able to guard him from the poison
which his nurse gave him.
The wonder is, as you hear the story of the
crimes, weaknesses, and follies of the old Barons
and Ignobles, that England has been able to en-
dure it so long. Nemesis comes sooner or later
and J;>lots out the whole family and another name
succeeds to the old title and with richer blood
puts new life into it for a generation or two, then
deterioration, decay and death comes in and
sweep them away into a merciful oblivion.
We shall soon approach the noblest shrine to
which the American pilgrim can come. We drive
along the beautiful country roads now catching a
view of Charlecote, a fine country residence, and
again skirting the boundaries of a forest where
the noblest poacher on earth may have chased
the deer of Sir Thomas Lucy. Again and again
you catch the gleam of the winding Avon till at
last you have reached the queer old Sleepy Hol-
low of an English town and you are in Stratford.
We first visit the church which stands on the
banks of the little Avon. Within its walls is the
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grave of the greatest English magician. They
have a handsome bust of the poet and then the
slab laid in the floor with the epitaph which he
wrote for himself. What a master hand and ar-
chitect he was, creator of a world of beauty which
he filled with the deathless children of his brain.
What a musician he was, sweeping with magic
fingers the wonderous harp of a thousand strings
which we call human nature and even bringing its
discordant passions to join the harmony.
Let us go down the narrow streets and enter
the birthplace of Shakespeare. The room where
he was born is not changed; old and quaint it
was and is today. This little room the lad slept
in and here he dreamed. Here he played and
near this old fire-place he sat and conjured up in
the sparks of the fire queer fancies (for children
have them) which glowed brilliantly in after years
in the characters of Calaban and Titania and the
fairies of a "Midsummer Night's Dream."
A fine memorial theatre has been erected in
Stratford, and here once a year some magic crea-
tion of Shakespeare's brain is shown with modern
accessories and in a manner worthy of its creator.
Then let us take one last look. How peacefully
the Avon lies before us! It does not seem to
move. It is asleep beneath the sloping sunlight
of the warm afternoon.
In the midst of the hurry and bustle of the
19th century it is pleasant to let time go by and
leave us resting and meditating on the lasting
things, and we know, as we stand here beneath
the fair English sky with the warm summer \\;ind
whispering in our ears, that the- sight of the gently
flowing river and softened shadows of the distant
hills once filled the soul of the poet with an in-
tense delight. And so we move on to London.
L. M. S.
INCOMPLETENESS.
Deal gently with us, ye who read;
Our largest hope is unfulfilled,
The promise still outweens the deed,
The tower, but not the spire, we build.
Our whitest pearl we never fi"d;
Our ripest fruits we never reach;
The flowering moments of the mind
Drop half their petals in our speech.
O. W. I-.folmes.
THE IMPORTANCE OF CONCEN-
TRATION.
~ S one attends public gatherings, he cannot
1®l help noticing the great and almost universal
lack of the power of concentration. In church, it
is very noticeable. Some think that if they go to
church, their duty ends there, and hence, after
they are seated in the pew, they may entertain
themselves so as to while away the time as best
they may. If someone comes in late, his em-
barrassment is increased by the inquisitive faces
which are turned to stare at him. During the ser-
mon, the thoughts of these people are on their
neigh bars or far, far away. Even if the speaker
is very eloquent and succeeds in holding their at-
tention for a while, the sound of an unusual move-
ment in another part of the room will cause their
curiosity to get the better of them. If the sermon
is very dull and uninteresting to us, is not this a
good opportunity for us to exert our wills and
learn the great lesson of self control? The
thought tends to follow the eye, and if the eye is
not fixed upon the speaker, it is very probable that
the mind is not following his discourse.
H ow many of us have been disturbed when we
were at a concert by the incessant whispering of
people near us! Think also how annoying this
must be to the one who is before the audience.
Courtesy and thoughtfulness for others dictate
that we should give attention to the person who
has a claim upon our attention.
In the schoolroom, the lack of concentration is
great, and it is here that the children should ac-
quire this much needed power. It is necessary
not only that they may learn their lessons for the
day, and remember them in after years, but that
they may gain a habit which will be of inconceiv-
able benefit to them all their lives. The children
are not the only ones ';>"ho need concentration,
but the teacher should have a large amount of it
in order that he may train the children as he
should.
An anecdote of Archimedes illustrates this
power. The enemy were storming the city in
which he was living, but the great mathematician
was so deeply at work over a problem, that he
was perfectly unconscious of the din of battle
around him. Nat until after the battle when
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some soldiers interrupted him, did he know
of the event. Hill, the celebrated geometrician,
would often pause in the street and with his cane,
draw some figure on the ground and stand there
deep in thought over his problem, unmindful of
the wagons rumbling around him. apoleon
showed his power of concentration in many ways
and much of his dazzling success was due to this
power. He could so fix his mind on the business
in hand that he could make most wonderful plans.
In time of battle, if he was weary and in need of
rest, he could lie down and sleep a short time,
and upon awakening, be full of energy for the
things which needed his attention.
Thus we find that concentration is the power
of the mind to grasp one of the many ideas which
are passing through the mind and to fix all the
the energies upon this one thought to the perfect
exclusion of everything else.
Although we may not be able to concentrate
our minds upon our work so as to be undisturbed,
should a battle be raging around us, yet we can
cultivate this power to a great degree if we per-
severe.
One way of doing this is by cultivating one's
self control. If one has a task set before him, he
should bend all his energies to the accomplishing
of that work, and should let himself think of noth-
ing foreign to it. As outside thoughts come, let
him persistently drive them away, and gradually
he will come into the possession of this power.
Another way is to become interested in one's
work. If a person is thoroughly in sympathy
with his work, he will not care to think of other
things while engaged in it. Then he will be able
to give his whole self to his task, and thus get
the greatest good out of it.
One of the most important results of this
power, is the training of the mind which it gives;
and the training of the mind is education. One
also gains a strong will by which he is able to
govern himself and to lead others. If the teacher
trains the child to acquire the power of concen-
tration, he is doing an inestimable service for
him; for, other things being equal, his success is
proportionate to the degree of this power which
he possesses. 1\1. L. COBB.
-'91. Miss Lizzie Spencer has been substitu-
ting in Stoneham, also Miss French in Waltham.
GRADUATION JAN. '92.
E SSEMBLY HALL never looked more attrac-
df:'Jl tive than on graduation morning. Desks
had been removed, and flowers were placed where-
ever the effect would be pleasing. Devotional
exercises were conducted by Rev. Mr. Wheeler.
Mr. Boyden introduced the exercises of the day,
stating their purpose brieR). Teaching in geog-
raphy, and natural science was illustrated by
those graduating from the shorter course, and in
physics by those from the longer. Miss Fickett
read an essay on "Fidelity to Ideals." The vale-
dictory was delivered by Miss Weston.
The interest usually appertaining to graduation
was heightened by three new features, a school
orchestra, led by Mr. Bates, a class in Swedish
gymnastics, directed by Miss Robbins, and a visit
from some of the little ones in Miss Stuart's
room, who in response to invitation, gathered
around their teacher and sang, till a more pleased
audience would have been hard to find. The
usual singing by the school consisted of a glee
and an anthem, the latter having an orchestra
accompaniment.
As the exercises drew to a close Mr. Boyden
presented each member of the graduating class
with a roll of parchment. The recipients seemed
pleased but did not volunteer any information as
to what the rolls were. Brief remarks were made
by Messrs. Nash, Winship, and Fickett, and Rev.
Mr. Porter. The doxology was sung and gradu-
ation was over.
RECEPTION BY CLASS OF '92.
~rEDNESDAYevening Jan. 27 the graduates
W met their friends in Assembly Hall for a
social time. Music was furnished by the Weber
quartette, the school orchestra, and Mr. Horan.
Every number called forth an encore and it was
not until Mr. Horan had been twice recalled that
the audience would release him. Since opportu-
nities for having first-class music are always I(m-
ited in nUlpber, it is unfortunate that more did
not avail themselves of the privilege thus afforded.
Conversation and promenades made the remain-
ing time pass quickly till "the curfew's solemn
sound" was heard at 10 P. M.
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THE AURORA.
ENTERING CLASS, FEB. '92.
fi) H E brilliant auroral displays this winter have
.'t.®. aroused a new interest in one of the most
beautiful and mysterious of natural phenomena.
This interest concerns the appearance of the au-
rora, its causes, and its relation to other phenom-
ena.
I n the higher latitudes as is well known, auro-
ras are much more frequent and more brilliant
than with us, and assume forms that are never
seen here.
Those who were fortunate enough to see the
display about the middle of January and again a
few nights ago have seen exhibitions of what
the aurora may be that are seldom surpassed III
this latitude.
In the first almost the whole northern half of

























































brighter light, like the rafters of a vaulted roof,
extended from the horizon to the zenith; at brief
intervals great billows of mellow light rolled up-
ward and faded away overhead, while less eva-
nescent, but constantly changing fields of pale
red, green, and blue, brightened and faded in
different parts of the northern sky.
In the second case the light was confined to a
smaller area, in the north west, but was more last-
ing and much more intense in the coloring. In
both cases tlw quality of the color seemed to the
writer the same as that seen in the colors pro-
duced by polarized light.
As to the causes of the aurora nothing is known
with certainty. The commonly accepted theory
is that first advanced by Franklin, that the light
is due to electrical discharges in the upper regions
of the atmosphere. This theory, which when
originally proposed could have been little more
than a shrewd guess, is supported by the fact that
similar luminous effects are produced when an
electrical discharge takes place in a closed tube
containing a rarified gas.
Attempts have been made to identify the lines
in the auroral spectrum with the lines given by
known gases, especially nitrogen, but little agree-
ment has been reached by different observers,
partly perhaps because the lines differ so much at
differen t times.
Another more recent theory is that the light is
due to fine dust of meteoric iron made incandes-
cent by passing through the atmosphere; this
theory might help to account for the relation of
the auroral arches t) the magnetic meridian to
which they are perpendicular. The spectrum is
appealed to to support this theory also, but its
testimony has little weight. It so happens that
the lines for iron are exceedingly numerous, some
hundreds in number, so that some of them might
easily coincide by accident with those given by
the aurora.
Among the few things that seem to be estab-
lished in regard to auroras is their connection
with sun spots and with magnetic storms which
are manifested by irregular variations in the di-
rection of the magnetic needle. When the record of
these three phenomena is graphically represented
the coincidence in the curves is very noticeable.
Jn each case there is a recurring period when
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the manifestations are especially striking, followed
by a period when they are much more feeble, the
three reaching their climax, or the reverse, at
substantially the same time; the time for a com-
plete cycle in each case seems to be about eleven
years, though with considerable variation.
The recent appearance of a large sun spot area
emphasizes anew this connection, while the aurora
which occurred just after this appearance was ac-
companied by magnetic disturbances, and it was
possible in some cases, it is said, to work tele-
graph wires without batteries.
The connection between magnetism and elfc-
tricity is so evident in all their relations, that
whichever theory in regard to the cause of the
"aurora is accepted the connection of the aurora
with magnetic storms seems explicable, but how
either is related to sun spots is one of the remain-
ing mysteries of the universe.
If electrical effects in general are due to dis-
turbances in the ether similar to those which pro-
duce light, then the explanation of the relation
becomes more simple. It seems more than proba-
ble that along this line the truth will be found and
that there will be shown to be not merely con-
nected with each other but that all are necessary
manifestations of the same great agency.
w. D. JACKSON.
A COMPOSITION.
~rRITING compositions in connection with
W zoology is excellent practice for the pupil,
and the result of his efforts seldom fails to reveal
the lore that he has gained from experience and
observation. The following on "Ants," will an-
swer for an illustration:
"There is many kinds of Ants. My ant Mary
Jane is one of these kinds. She is genly good
natured and when she comes to see my Mother
she brings me five cents worth of peanuts and
tells me why James how you've growed but when
I go to see her and only just walk on the Carpet
without cleaning my boots she's orAy mad.
Ants like to give you Advice and scold at you
like everything but their Hart is in the ''''right
place and once I found a Ants nest in the woods
I poked it with a stick and a Million Ants run
out after me and Crawled up my Pants and bit
me like sixty.
Ants nests are good things not to poke with a
stick Ants are very industryous in Steeling Shu-
gar.
I forgot to say that My Ant Martha lives in
Main she has a boy of just about my Aige and he
can stand on his head five Minites and how Do
you suppose he can Do it?
1 do not think of anything more about Ants at
presen t." -- ---
WANTED: AN INVENTOR.
MT 01' all inventors secure the benefit of their
J~ lI1ventlOns. It IS only the man who has the
push to make people see that something is want-
ing and that his is the article that meets that want,
who succeeds. Such an inventor and invention is
needed here.
Let us look at the condition of affairs that gives
rise to this need. The ignorance of current
events and recent history is surprising. A re-
spectable minority, it is safe to say, are ignorant
as to what office is filled by Wm. E. Russell, sup-
posing of couse that they know the name. His
predecessors, who have filled the gubernatorial
chair the past ten years, are hardly so well known
as Miles Standish or Capt. John Smith. A large
majority of our number are ignorant of the occa-
sion and course of events of the recent Chilian
difficulty. Possibly some have not heard of the
affair at all. A senior was heard to ask recently,
" Will not Queen Vidtoria abdicate, since her hus-
band has just died?" Another inquires how it
happened that Dom Pedro was away from Brazil
at the time of his decease; while her companion
thinks Dom Pedro a pretty name and wishes to
know who it was that bore it.
The knowledge of modern writers and their
works is hardly less meagre. Some know Dick-
ens only through selections in the reading books.
Thackeray is well-nigh unknown. Stockton is sup-
posed to be a young man, who has just begun to
write funny stories. Charles Egbert Craddock
passes for a southern gentleman. Any discussion
of James Whitcomb Riley's inimitable Hoosier
verses must be prefaced by introducing the au-
thor into the listener's field of knowledge.
This state of affairs ought not to exist. We
have papers, magazines, and books in abundance,
but unless we will take the time to read and in-
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form ourselves, we must have an invention which
will enable us to take in this knowledge as we do
vitality from the air, without detention from other
matters. Such an invention would be much
sought after, and its producer would be re'garded
as a public benefactor. R. P. IRELAND.
A SERIOUS APHAIR.
FJ. WESTERN newspaper started on its career
../;5l under peculiar circumstances. The editor of
the Rocky Mountain Cyclone thus opened the
first article of the first issue of his paper:
We begin the publication ov the Rocqy Moun-
tain Cyclone with some phew diphiculties in the
way. The type phounder phrom whom we bought
the outphit phor this printing orphis ph ailed to
supply any ephs or cays and it will be phour or
phive weeks bephore we can get any.
We have ordered the missing letters, and will
have to wait until they come. We don't lique the
100x ov this variety ov spelling any better than
our readers, but mistax will happen in the best
regulated ov phamilies, and iph the cees and exes
and qus hold out we shall ceep (sound the chard)
the Cyclone whirling aphter a phasion till the
sc.rts arrive. It is no joque to us; it is a serious
aphair. The Golden Rule.
RECENT ADDITIONS TO THE
LIBRARY.
Iconographic Cyclopedia, 6 vo1s.
I. Ethnology.
II. Arch::eology.




Duruy's History of Rome, 8 vols.
Abraham Lincoln, Nicolay and Hay. 10 vo1s.
Century War Book, 4 vo1s.
Smithsonian Reports, 1885'9°'
U. S. Consular Reports, 1889.
Mass. Bureau of Statistics, 8 vols.
Mass. Labor Bureau, 6 vols.
Pamphlets on Political Economy and kindred
subjects, 25 vols.
Official Register of U. S. Civil Service, 13 vols.
Mass. Board of Education, 1889-9°'
Report of Boston School Committee, 189 [.
U. S. Agricultural Reports, 1889.
Life Saving Service Reports, 2 vols.
Signal Service Reports, 4 vols.
Report of U. S. Commissioner of Education,
1887-8.
Report of Treasury, 1889.
Census of Mass., 4 vols.
Smithsonian Collections, 6 vols.
Special Consular Reports, 10 vols.
American Supplement to Britannica Cyclopedia,
4 vols.




" Fl First Family of Tasajara," a story by Bret
.DIi Harte published by Houghton, Mifflin &
Co., will come out soon. "The Early Renaissance
and Other Essays," a valuable addition to art
literature by a Yale professor will appear, also a
course of lectures delivered by Mr. Lowell at
Lowell Institute published by Houghton, Mifflin
& Co., come out next autumn. The February At-
lantic contains an article of great interest by. Prof:
Shaler of Harvard, a native Kentuckian, in which
he gives his reasons for joining the Union army
in the War of the Rebellion.
DEPARTMENTS.
MISS FLORA E. BfLLINGS.
THE ZENANA BAND.
"TJ'l' is a grief to me to learn that members of
t the Bridgewater Band have fallen off in their
subscriptions for it means, of course, a falling off
in interest, and 1 am very desirous that the inter-
est of the school in foreign missions should be
kept up. My ideas, you know, in starting the
band was to implant an interest that would not
end with Bridgewater and the school life there,
but an interest that would go out with them into
their lives in other places. It seemed to me a
grand chance of awakening missionary interest in
places where there is sad need of it. Then out-
side of that the school is pledged for various
things and unless they keep them up they will go
down, notably among these is Elizabeth Wood-
ward, one of the dearest girls in our school, a girl
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that is growing daily in womanly grace. If they
could have one glimpse of her they would never
lose interest in her."
The above is an extract from a letter received
from Miss Sarah Gardner of Calcutta, India.
The Zenana Band has been unable to make
the payments pledged.
The amount pledged for the little girl, Eliza-
beth Woodward, is sixty dollars a year; this sup-
porls her at the schoo!.
If we fail to meet our pledge the education and
training of this girl must cease and her life of
greater usefulness warped.
Some, perhaps for the sake of one who allowed
her name to be given to this little hand-maiden,
others, that the usefulness of the school may not
be narrowed, may desire to strengthen the weak
hands of the band at this time.
Whatever help may come from any will be
gladly received by the Zenana Band and may be
sent to Miss lit. E. Chandler, Sec. of the Band.
HISTORY.
fj J our last term's work in Civil Government
t we used a number of new reference books.
The Sheldon Barnes American History is espe-
cially valuable to all teachers. It is rich in
records of the past, obtained from traditions, old
manuscripts, and relics. Thus the information
given is not arbitrary. This book gives the
teacher and pupil abundant material for historical
reseilrches. The child can come into closest
sympathy with the thoughts and feelings of the
men and women who lived in the period which he
is trying to understand. He will have a chance
to think for himself and to form his own opinion.
The book is published by D. C. Heath & Co.
We have also used an outline course of study,
as reported to the Superintendents' Association
of 1891. This was prepared by G. 1. Aldrich. G.
H. Martin, and Samuel Dutton. The report con-
sists of a valuable introduction, an outline in
History and Civics for Primary and Grammar
grades, and a list of helpful books. 'We found it
very instructive, especially in Primary work.
DRAWING.
~HE course in Drawing has been slightly
..~ changed from that of last year. The Junior
class begins with Mechanical Drawing, thus en-
abling the pupils to make working drawings, from
which the objects made in the industrial depart-
ment may be constructed.
The Ex-Junior class takes Pictorial Drawing,
which will aid them in their Sub-Senior studies,
Zoology and Physiology.
The Sub-Seniors study Decoration and prepare
an Outline of Drawing for Grammar grades. In
connection with the latter, special attention is
given to Primary school work.
The Advanced class makes out a course for
High schools. This course is a continuation of
that prepared for the Grammar grades. After the
first year in High schools the class is divided,
part electing mechanical, and part freehand work.
The mechanical course consists largely of Ma-
chine and Architectural Drawing, with some Per-
spective. The Freehand course includes special
study in light and shade and color. Decorative
drawing is taken in both courses.
PERSONALS.
MISS GRACE E. NICKERSON.
-Mr. Boyden has a secretary this term.
-Miss Alice Estes of Cambridge has returned
to school.
-'92. Miss Annie Weston has a school in
Abington.
-'89, Miss Lida Shaw is taaching in Abing-
ton this year.
-'89. Mr. Albert Scott Ames entered Har-
vard last fall.
-'9 I. Miss Ellouise A. Eldredge is teaching
at Millers Falls, Mass. .
-'92. Miss Ella Brown has a first grade Pri-
mary school in Millis, Mass.
-'92. Miss Flora E. Billings substituted 111
Canton during her vacation.
-Miss Myra Cushing, formerly a member of
Sec. A, is teaching in Montello.
-'92. Miss Agnes E. Gorman has been sub-
stituting, while at home in Hingham.
-'90' Miss Florence Marsh has a position in
one of the Grammar grades of Waltham.
-'89. Miss Annie A. Robinson is supervisor
of drawing in the schools of Andover, Mass.
-'93. Mr. Soule has been substituting in the
Easton High school during the last vacation.
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Always One Price. Coods not misrepresented.
All the Latest Styles in Young Mens' Clothing for Fall and Winter wear found in our stock,
from the Boston and New York markets. We/I made awl jJerfecl in fit. rn our H at Department will
be found all the New Shapes in the latest styles. Also a fine lot of Gent's furnishings.
T. S. BAILEY & CO., One Price Clothiers and Gent's Outfits. 160 Main St., Cor. Elm, Brockton.
-'92. Miss Robbins is teaching first, second,
and third Grades, Primary in Franklin, Mass.
-'80. Mr. E. J. COX is superintendent of the
schools in Sudbury and teaches in the Brockton
evening school.
-'92. Miss Emma W. Hunt is teaching the
lowest Grammar grade in the Rogers building,
Fairhaven, Mass.
-'90. Mr. John G. Horan is attending the
Harvard Medical School, in addition to his regu-
lar college course.
-'89, Mr. Litchfield has started a Lyceum in
connection with his schclo!' Every Friday after-
noon is devoted to this exercise.
-'91. Mr. George F. Adams has been giving
a course of lectures on historical subjects 111 the
town where he is teaching, No. Reading.
-'88. Mr. Murray Ballou has resigned his
position at Hingham, and is teaching in West
Fitchhurg. Mr. Farwell of the class of '90, has
ac:epted this vacancy.
-Graduation Day, the followjng former mem-
bers of the school were seen: Misses Minnie
Eaton, Savage, Keith, Drake, Brassil, DeN or-
mandie, Miller, and Howard, and Messrs. Horan,
Nickerson, and Winslow.
-Among the visitors of the month were Mrs.
Barker, Mrs. Schuyler, Miss Marion PJatt, Mr.
Edward King of Bridgewater, Mr. Warner of Bos-
ton, Mr. Ru~sell of Brockton, Niiss A. G. Ramb-
lett of Malden, and Miss Brown of Waltham.
LOCALS.
MISS AGNES E. GORMAN.
-How do you spell mucus? 07lejunior spelled
it m-u-c-u-s.
-Why is the NORMAL OF'l'ERING immortal?
Because it has a Soul(e).
-Proven, Jan. 22, 1892, 5.15 p. m. 1. That
the descendants of the Puritans are not the only
OI1es who can say grace. 2. Neither are the
gentlemen of B. N. S.
-In the class in Mineralogy the question was
asked, " Where are diamonds found?" The an-
swer, "In the pawnshop."
-The Senior's wail on astrological observa-
tion: '" If 'twere done when 'tis done,' but it
isn't, for we never know what we do know."
-" Praise. Price. Prize."
Praise the OFFERING.
Pay the subscription price.
Obtain it, the prize.
-From NO.2. Johnston is relieved of his
command and Hood succeeds him. Hood turns
his attention to Thomas who retreats from place
to place. At length in a strong position with all
his forces in line, Thomas turns. The loss of life
is terrible, and scarce a thread of that Hood is
left together.
-During the first of the winter, the large doors
of the new building seemed to have as strong a
tendency to "Grip" as the inmates of the build-
ing. A little girl's dress became caught one day
in the side door and she was held fast until re-
leased. The doors have now been made to fit
all kinds of weather, and their" Grip" has been
cured by the chisel.
-Actual experience. The new teacher had
been explaining how aquatic birds are provided
with boat-like bodies so as to enable them to swim
easily, and was testing the result of her efforts to
impress the fact upon her pupils. " Now," she
said, "Who can tell why the duck's body is
formed as it is?" "I kin," said the smart boy
who sits in the back seat. "Very well, why?"
" So's to have her all ship-shape."
-\Vhen vVashington assumed command of the
army, the great question that weighed on the pat-
riot was I-lowe could they succeed with such great
odds against them? But he encouraged them,
saying, "Wait, and we will have our Lafayette at
the enemy." Although his lieutenants were Green
and unused to hard Knox, he threw down the
Gage of battle, opened the Gates of war, and by
his manifest ability, gained Lee-way at once.
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To dress well is economy. Well made and perfect fitting Garments are not only pleasing to the
eye, but they are much more serviceable than cheap and poor fitting garments and therefore cost less
in the long run, in purchasing apparel of any kind every man should seek a reliable guarantee of
quality, and there is no guarantee better than thilt of long established success and honorable reputa-
tion, success and good reputation cume only from honorable dealing, experience, and knowledge, and
that means a conscientious regard for every customer's welfare, and taste and judgment to supply
them. \\'e are fully alive to the fact that our continued prosperity depends on your good will, your
confidence, on your satisfaction with our goods and our methods, and if you are not already a customer,
we desire to make you one by proving to you that we know how to Ireet your wants, by placing our
knowlf>dge and experience at your service, and always giving )OU the best possible value for your
money, in a word, making it for your interest, when in want of a Spring Overcoat, Suit, Hat, or any
article 01 Furnishing Goods to come to Brockton and trade with us.
HOWARD & CALDWELL, 134 to 140 Main St., Brockton.
HI WI ROBINSON &GO" BROGKTON, MASS.




Office at I"Csidence of the late .Edward Sawyer, M. D.,
ALWAYS
OFFICE HOURS: till 9,
12 to 1•. 30,
6 to 7.30
----
To be found in our Stock,
AluiI line of seasonable




One price to all.
BROCKTON,
FURNISH ERS.HATTERS,CLOTHIERS,
CI WI BIXBY & CO.,
We believe in the latter course, We hope you
can find time to examine our new figures.
TRIM lINGS AND SILK TO 'IATGH EVERY SHADE. KID GLOVES IN NEW SPRING GOLORS.
--- -- - --
W. F. WHITMARSH, M. D.,is a great issue before the
FREE SILVER new Congress. It is a greaterissue at home. Whether pri-
ces shall be so high that peo-
ple will not buy more than the necessaries of life,
or whether by reducing prices to a point where,
people will be glad to buy
Is A Great Question.
When you want canned goods call on City Block, BrocAton.
SHERMAN & WHEELER,
You 'Will also find
A good supply of Fruits, Dates, Figs, etc.
FRESH OYSTERS
A full line of
Ladies' and Gent's Gymnasium
Shoes in Stock.
Adopted shoe of the
Boston Athletic Association.
constantly in stock. R. FERGUSON.
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EVERETT O. FISK & CO., Proprietors.
PRFSfDENi, Everett O. Fisk, 7 Tremont Place, Bo~ton, Mass. A1A ,VA GERS, W. B Herrick 'l Tremont Place, Boston, Mass,
If. It:. Crocker, 3 Union Squ:lrc, New York. N. V. 11. F. Clark, lOt) Wabash Ave. ChIcago, Ill. 1<. 11. Williams, 402 Richardson Block,"Chatt-
anoog;l, Tenn. I. C. Ilicks, 132 1-2 Fir~t St., Portland, Or. (', C. Boyutnll, 120 1-2 SO~:lh Sprill~ St., Los Ang"eles. Cal.
CALL AT
C0 T~'~ '~ 1) '1\ 1-Q Bl' 0 (1\ It
FOR
Choice Writing Paper,
Blank Books, Tooth Brushes, Indelible Ink,
Confectionery, Pure Drug.> and Medicines.
FOUND,
~-, THE PLAGE ~
FROST & ADAMS.
Importers and \Vholesale Dealers In
;::'l-; .~; J 1;f" . Z





Send for Illnstrated Catalogue and mention this p'per
Special rates to Teachers and Academies.
where you' can get the best hat for your money.
D. L. BODFISH,
CENTl{AL SQUARE, BRlDGEW ATER.
EYE SHADES, MAGNIFYING GLASSES,
Scissors B~O fi~e Pocket Kni~es,
1-I. A. GLARK,
Come in and see the new Jewcllel',
Watch, Clock and Jewelry Repairing.
First·class lVork guaranteed.
OF EVERY DESCRIPTION,
Special rates to Teachers and Academies.
)( gross, assorted, of Ollr many grades
sent on receipt of 2S cents as samples.
OlJia of Bi1l1ltllll'S B1Isilll!SS Coll<'gI!, 421-
Alaill sl., /1/orcesler, A/ass., Feb. 9, I886.
CEO. 1': K.lNC.-DmrSir:
Vour .. Nonpareil Ollice Pen" is nne of the
best for husiness writing that I have ever l"eel.
During lwentv years as a professional pen·
man I have been "erv particular ill the choice
of P~IlS, alld r regal d your H Nonpareil" as




Su,_cl'iol' to all otheni.
Price: $1.00 per Gross. 11 Gross for $10.
Mailed Free of Postage.
Geo. F. Kin~ and !lle.o.oUI,






LADIES' HAIR CUTTING A SPECIALTY.
R. J. CASEY.
PRACTICAL HAIR CeTTER.
----OF ALL KINDS ----
FI E COLORS, BRUSHES. DRAWING PAPERS.
CA VAS, EASELS, PAL ELS,
SKETClI BOXES. ETC.
WADSWORTH, HOWLAND, & GO., ,
82 and 8-1 Washingtoll St., HO!:'ton. 263. 265 \\"abash Ave., Chicago.
,
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For Fruits. Canned -
and Bottled goods,
also meats of all kinds
call at
EASTERN TEAGHERS' AGENGY.
For good positions in all TEACHERS WANTED grades. ormal and Col-
lege graduates preferred. Application form and circulars sent on request. School officials placed
immediately in correspondence with desirable candidates. REGISTER NOW.
e. F. Foster, Manager, 50 Bromfield St., Boston, Mass.
-- _ _ _ _ _ _ __ Ll _
DR. C. J. MERCER,
DENTIST.
8ffiGe: M.tlGheIl's BIBGk, ([enlral $quare,
BRIBGEWATER.
can show you a full line of
Hours, 9 to 12 and 1 to 5·
CRANE & BURRILL
KENNEDY'S CRACKERS, NEW FIGS,




co~n Plaster a~~· M~cila~e.GOODROYSTERS
We have them by the plate, quart, or gallon.





®evoted to ~ducatio!l, SCie!lce, ~itetatU1'e.
"W'EEXLY $2_50 A YEAR,
A. E. WINSH.IP, Editor.
Always up "With the ti:m.e,s.
Orders taken and filled promptly for Shoes and
Slippers to match
RECEPTION AND PARTY DRESSES
This Journal gives its readers the greatest variety of tbe
best in .
FACT, PHILOSOPHY, METHODS, POETRY,
LITERARY CRITICISM, TRAVEL,
SCIENCE, ART. REPORTS OF EDUCATIONAL
MEETINGS, NEWS ETC.
We make a specialty o.f walking boots and carry; a
complete assortment.
Jameson & Co., 104 Main St., Brockton.
NEW ENGLAND PUBLISHING CO.
Should be taken by every Professor, Teacher and Friend
of Education throughout the Country.
In order to make its merits better known, we offer to send
the JOURNAL for two months 'for only 25 cents. This hardly
covers the cost ~f paper ~nd mailing, but take this method
of intrlJducing it.
Send in your order at once and you will be amply rewarded
for your trouble.
A full line of all goods required by students in all bratiches
. of Natural History.
.
The leading Ornithological !Ifonthly.
It is especiallv a revresentative organ o~.Collecting Natu-
ralists. Send 10 cents for copy of magaZllle and catalogue.
409 Washington St.,
Boston, Mass.FRANK B. WEBSTER,
STUFFED BIRDS, BIRD SKI S AND EGGS.
Ornithologist and OologistPublishersof the
Boston.3 Somerset St.,
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Supplies reliable teachers. with positions and always wants such.
Bridgewater students are invited to register now for fall schools. Send for application
F. B. SPAULDING, Manager, 36 Bromfi~ld Street, Boston.
blank to















To Normal Teachers and Scholars
We aim to keep a complete Shoe Store, where
all the latest styles of the best manufacture can
always be found.
All grades will be just as represented. We
make a specialty of solic\ goods and hope in this
manner to hold our old customers and gain more.
In order to secure as large a trade as pos?ibe
frum your school we will give a
Discount of 10 per cent.
,0 any student or teacher who will present this ad-
vertisement, and, remember this, to no one beside.
You can select your goods-and get the price be-
fore presenting the advertisement. The only line
on which we can give no discount is the W. L.
Douglas Shoe. Remember the place.
BEALS & ORCUTT,
CLARK'S BLOCK, 84 MAIN STREET, BROCKTON.
THE NEW ENGLAND BUREAU OF EDUCATION.
This Bureau is the oldest in New England and has gained a 'national rep~tion.
We are constantly receiving calls for teachers of every grade, and from
every State and Territory and from abroad.
To the Students and Graduates of Bridge,vater N orIllal School.
TESTIMONIALS.
From M. M. MARBLJ!.:-I wish once more to express my
high appreciation of the excellent aid you have rendered me
in obtaining the position (at New Haven, Conn.-salary
$1,500) which I desired. 1 am con'fident that no one could
have done better, and feel myself under great obligations to
you. Please accept my thanks.
From A. W. EDSON, Agent Mass., Board of Education:
From a peri'onal acquaintance with you and your method
of doing business, I cheerfully bear witness to the efficiency
of your Teachers' Bureau. I have secured several excellent
teachers through your agency and have advised many to ap-
ply to you for positions.
If any reader of the NORMAL OFFERING should engage to teach five days in a week, and forty weeks
in a year, at fifty dollars per da)l, he would have to teach a hundred years to earn the aggregate of
salaries which have been secured to its
members by the NEW AN ARITHMETICAL EXAMPLE SOLVED. ENCLAND ~UREAU of
EDUCATION, during the administration of its
present manager. These thousands of teachers have been by us placed in positions in every State
and Territory, and abroad. Nozo is the time to register .lor Autumn vacancies. 0 charge to school
officers for services rendered. Forms and circulars sent free. Address:
HIRAM ORCUTT, Manager, 3 Somerset Street, Boston, Mass.
